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GREETINGS FROM
THE GOVERNMENT OF
SASKATCHEWAN
On behalf of the Government of Saskatchewan I would like to extend my gratitude to Farm & Food Care
Saskatchewan (FFC SK) for its continued efforts to build trust in agriculture. As a valued partner, FFC SK
plays an integral role in our mission to improve the public perception of agriculture practices across the
province.
2020 has been a challenging year, with increased consumer
interest in food production. FFC SK has embraced the
opportunity to increase understanding of the food system and
has proven to be an accurate, science-based resource for the
public, providing information about the safe, healthy and
affordable food we grow in this province.
Throughout the year, many industry events were cancelled
or moved online to adhere to public health orders. FFC SK
rose to the challenge and provided alternative options to
share our public trust message and demonstrate the important role public trust plays in keeping our
industry strong. I look forward to seeing the innovative ways the organization will engage with consumers
in the year ahead.
The results of our annual Public Trust Survey showed that 91 per cent of Saskatchewan citizens have a
positive perception of agriculture and 88 per cent trust Saskatchewan farmers and ranchers. This shows
that we are on the right track.
The Canadian Agricultural Partnership continues to support public trust initiatives in the province,
including Canada’s Agriculture Day and Agriculture Month. I encourage you to visit saskatchewan.ca/CAP
to view our full suite of programming focused on building and maintaining public trust in our industry.
Thank you for the important role you play in supporting the agriculture industry in Saskatchewan.
~ David Marit, Minister of Agriculture
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CHAIR'S REPORT

This past year has certainly been a challenging one for our province and
country due to Covid-19. We have seen how changes were implemented
and the adjustments that have occurred on a day-to-day basis. I am happy
to report that Farm & Food Care Saskatchewan has adjusted well to the
circumstances and we continue to build trust in food and farming.
As a poultry and grain-farming family, I understand the work that goes into growing food for our fellow
citizens. Every day, our family makes decisions that affect the wellbeing of our birds and land. We are
proud to grow wholesome, beneficial foods, especially in times of need. The fact is though, that less than
3% of our population has a direct tie to farming or ranching, meaning that when Covid-19 hit, consumers
had lots of questions about the security of their food. Having Farm & Food Care Saskatchewan there to
answer these questions and proactively engage with consumers was an amazing opportunity.

In 2020, according to the Canadian Centre for Food Integrity, we saw a twelve percent jump in
consumers' views that the food system is heading in the right direction. This shows that if we do
tell our food story, people are listening!
This will be my last year as chairperson of Farm & Food Care Saskatchewan as I’ve reached my sixyear term maximum. I would like to thank all the directors that I’ve served with over these past
years. Your view and vision of this organization has led us to where we are today. I would also
extend my appreciation to the staff that have continually adjusted programs and events to provide
engagement opportunities for our consumers. To all our members and sponsors, thank you for
your continued support that allows these projects to take place.
Thank you and I wish you all the best in this New Year!
~ Henry Van Ee, Board Chair

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR'S REPORT
This past year has truly
been a challenging one.
We’ve seen the world as
we know it change due
to something that we didn’t foresee, but we’ve
adapted to the change. Benjamin Franklin said it
best: “Through adversity comes opportunity”, and I
believe Farm & Food Care Saskatchewan has risen
to the challenge.
Farm & Food Care Saskatchewan has prided itself
on offering engagement opportunities with
consumers and sharing information about food and
how it’s grown. The 2020 year didn’t allow these inperson events to take place. Cancelled was our Ag
in the City event at the Lawson Heights Mall that
typically brings in 4,000 Saskatoon residents. A new
Breakfast at the Barn event at the University of
Saskatchewan was cancelled before it could even
be advertised. The planned tours for the summer
and fall were also shelved, leaving limited
opportunities for us to speak face-to-face with
those who are buying the food we grow.

However, with this adversity we pivoted our
approach and found an opportunity to grow our
reach. Our focus shifted to online activities. We
explained to consumers why the food system
would take some time to adjust in Canada; how
live animals can’t be turned on and turned off like
a water faucet; the interconnected nature of the
food distribution system and the important role
that restaurants and the food service industry
play in our country. We also took the opportunity
to share resources like FarmFood360 and The Real
Dirt on Farming for parents, teachers and
students who were now staying home and
learning online. We developed articles and videos
on Canadian Food Focus highlighting the care
and responsibility farmers and rancher put in to
growing the wholesome, homegrown food that
we all have come to love.
The results of this new opportunity were
unimaginable! Our viewership online exploded.
Canadians wanted to see how farmers produced
food, they watched videos, read articles, provided
comments and came back for more. The
exponential growth in engagements during
Covid-19 have shown that consumers are
interested to learn more about their food and
Farm & Food Care Saskatchewan was there to fill
that void.
Farm & Food Care Saskatchewan also adjusted the
way we do business internally. We shifted to a
virtual office structure and developed stronger
ties with Agriculture in the Classroom. We will be
making a deliberate effort to seek out more
opportunities to collaborate with others in the
industry.
I look forward to the continued success of our
team as we build trust in food and farming for
2021!
~ Clinton Monchuk
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MEMBER & INDUSTRY
COMMUNICATIONS

Member Communications
FFC SK’s Executive Director meets frequently
with the Board and executive staff of member
and partner groups to share information on FFC
SK activities and priorities. This helps build
support and awareness among our industry for
public trust initiatives and expands the reach of
our work. In addition, Clinton Monchuk speaks
at numerous member conferences, meetings
and events to promote public trust in
agriculture through member networks.
On November 21, 2019, FFC SK partnered with
NSBA, Saskatoon’s business association, to
present a networking reception and dinner. The
guest speaker was Rex Murphy who spoke
about political challenges and opportunities
facing modern business. This served as an
opportunity for FFC SK members to network
with other leaders in the Saskatoon business
community. There were 141 in attendance at
this event.
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FFC SK held its annual general meeting on January 13, 2020. A review of the previous year was presented,
including the audited financial statements. Members also had the opportunity to discuss past and current
priorities and activities.
FFC SK has a dedicated website, as well as Twitter, Facebook, YouTube and Instagram accounts that focus
on events and activities in Saskatchewan. FFC SK reach through social media and website fell in this fiscal
year, mainly because there have been far fewer events to communicate about (ie, no Ag in the City, no
Breakfast at the Barn, no Farm to Fork Tour, no member events, etc).

PUBLIC TRUST & OUTREACH

PUBLIC TRUST & OUTREACH

Agriculture Month Campaign
Agriculture Month news conference: about 100 attended a news conference and kick-off
event at the Saskatchewan Food Innovation Centre on October 4, 2019. In addition to remarks
from the Minister of Agriculture and the host groups, attendees had the opportunity to tour
the bottling department, view a cereal processor and sample Saskatchewan-made food
products.
Saskatoon Farmers Market: FFC SK reached about 225 by hosting an information table and
providing food samples of beef jerky and canola-chickpea snacks. Patrons had the
opportunity to ask questions of farmer representatives, pick up a copy of the Real Dirt on
Farming publication and try out the Farm360˚ virtual reality headsets.
Lunch & Learn Seminar at University of Saskatchewan: 125 attended an engaging seminar and
question period entitled “Protein 2050 - Examining the Plant vs Animal Debate.” Presenters
included: Lesley Kelly, farmer and founder of the popular blog High Heels & Canola Fields; Dr.
Matthew Nosworthy, Research Associate at the University of Saskatchewan’s College of
Pharmacy & Nutrition; and Dr. Andrew van Kessel, Head of the Department
of Animal Science at the University of Saskatchewan.
Ag Month Media: FFC SK gave multiple interviews about the
Ag Month initiative, across print, television, radio and online
media outlets. As well, we coordinated a television cooking
demonstration highlighting Ag Month messaging.

Breakfast at the Barn

Media and General Outreach

Breakfast at the Barn is a community event that
offers a free breakfast, tours of a working dairy
barn, animal exhibits, farmer presentations,
agriculture demonstrations and samples of
Saskatchewan-produced foods. The first one
was to have taken place on June 6, 2020, but
had to be cancelled due to Covid-19.

FFC SK's Executive Director, Clinton Monchuk,
reached 3,193 people through various
presentations in the past fiscal year. The largest
presentation was to 1,100 who attended the
‘Myths about Farming’ session at the Dietitians
of Canada online national conference.

The event is based on the successful ‘Breakfast
at the Farm’ program that FFC Ontario has
administered for many years and the 'Very
Dairy Breakfast' hosted by SaskMilk in 2019.
FFC SK has tentatively scheduled the first
Breakfast at the Barn to take place in June 2021,
although it is unclear at this time whether
restrictions on public gatherings will be fully
lifted by then.

FFC SK also fields numerous inquiries from the
media on topical agricultural issues and
questions about consumer trust in food. Based
on circulation and listenership numbers for
media coverage during this period, it is
estimated FFC SK reached more than half a
million people through these interviews and
media stories.
FFC SK maintains the “Faces of Farming” online
image collection, available through our website.
These images are used in a variety of ways by
media, member/industry groups, educators and
others. There were more than 76,543 image views
of the collection over the past year.

Farm to Fork Tour & Influencer Program

Student Outreach Program

FFC SK’s Food Influencer Program identifies
"influencers"— people in a position to have an
impact on others' food choices. It offers tour
experiences as well as follow-up and outreach for
people who have established themselves as a
food influencer in some way. Each year, the Farm
to Fork Tour visits farms, processing facilities and
research institutes to learn more about food
production.
The tour had to be cancelled due to Covid-19
restrictions on travelling and gatherings.
Instead, FFC SK has made a concerted effort to
connect online with past and future tour
participants. As well, we are working on
compiling virtual tour elements such as videos,
articles and questions that can be shared with
influencers to promote learning about how food
is produced. In addition to a learning tool, these
videos can be used to encourage influencers to
attend tours in Saskatchewan in the future.

While FFC SK was unable to host any formal
tours this year due to Covid-19 restrictions, we
received two consumer requests for farm tours
via our website. Clinton Monchuk hosted two
different groups of travelers from other parts
of Canada at his family farm in August. It was
gratifying that these travellers had heard of
FFC SK and we welcomed the opportunity to
engage with people in a tour setting, although
on a smaller scale and ad hoc basis, rather
than our usual formal tours.

Each year, FFC SK organizes a farm tour for
students from the University of Saskatchewan
Nutrition program and from Saskatchewan
Polytech’s Culinary Arts program.
No in-person tours took place in 2020 due to
Covid-19 restrictions. However, FFC SK prepared
an online virtual tour for University of
Saskatchewan students that included grain,
cattle, poultry, dairy and egg farm types, as well
as factsheets and additional resources to
improve student understanding. These virtual
resources were utilized in conjunction with a
presentation and question-and-answer sessions
with FFC SK Executive Director Clinton Monchuk
about agricultural markets and differentiated
food production.
The Culinary Arts Program at Saskatchewan
Polytech has been suspended due to Covid-19
considerations. FFC SK is working with Polytech
instructors to provide learning resources in
spring 2021.

COLLABORATIONS
& PARTNERSHIPS
Canada's Agriculture Day
Canada’s Agriculture Day is a national awareness
campaign led by Farm Credit Canada. FFC SK
views this as an important collaboration each
year.
FFC SK created messaging and graphics to
promote Canada's Agriculture Day through its
website and social media networks, as well as
through Canadian Food Focus. These messages
were shared and promoted in the week leading
up to Canada’s Agriculture Day on February 11,
2020. FFC SK created a 12-second video that
promoted “Forks up for Canadian Food and
Agriculture” and encouraged contest
participants to post or share a picture with the
hashtags #CdnAgDay and #LoveCdnFood. The
video was published on FFCSK and CFF social
media channels. Total reach for this campaign
was 269,150 with engagement of 18,113.

FFC SK’s Executive Director responded to
multiple inquiries for media interviews. In
addition, FFC SK staff took part in a student
exhibit at the University of Saskatchewan,
answering questions and showcasing
FarmFood 360° tours on virtual reality
headsets and initiating conversations about
modern agriculture. It is estimated 600
students were reached through this initiative.
Also on February 11, 2020, the University of
Saskatchewan’s Livestock and Forage Centre
of Excellence hosted a screening of the
documentary Guardians of the Grasslands. The
12-minute documentary examines role that
cattle play in the preservation of Great Plains
grasslands ecosystem. FFC SK (along with
Farm Credit Canada) was a presenting sponsor
of the event. A panel discussion was held after
the screening. There were 138 in attendance.
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